SIX TRAITS 5-POINT RUBRIC FOR STUDENTS

Word Choice:  The imaginative use and precision of words in a natural, interesting way.

5

•I made every word count.  If it didn’t work, I cut it out. 

•I use similes, metaphors, and other figurative language often.

•My verbs are specific and crisp.  I sound like an author.

•The reader will want to quote favorite parts…and so do I.

•My vocabulary is elevated but still natural sounding; I don’t 

    “sound” like a thesaurus. I use larger words I still understand.

•I’ll read this in a year and still like it.
4

•My word usage is still strong, but I’m missing the WOW factor.

•I use words creatively, but occasionally I overdo it and they

    don’t “fit.” 

•I still have similes and metaphors…thank goodness.

•I avoid worn out phrases, clichés, and slang “most” of the 

    time.

•My verbs could be more interesting and vivid.

3

•I didn’t always use my words correctly, clearly, or cleverly.

•I’m not very consistent…sometimes I use great wording and 

    other times it’s plain and ordinary.

•I had a good moment or two, but not often enough.

•Verbs?  Yeah, I just relied on the old is, am, are, was, were…
•Did I even use a thesaurus? Maybe, but not well. 

•I might have had one or two similes in the whole thing.

2

•My wording is awkward way too often…I just can’t get it.

•I should have looked up words I didn’t know. 

•Yeah, I repeat myself.  And I repeat the same words, too.

•Too many adjectives are together in a longs listing string.  It’s 

    really, truly, honestly, completely true.

•I rely on the same vocabulary a fourth grader could use.  I

    need to step it up.

•I settle for routine words that come easily to me like nice, fun, 
    awesome, bad, stuff, great, wonderful, cool, and thing.

1
•I use the same words over and over and over and over.
•I need verbs.  I need to be clear.  I need figurative language.
•There is no creativity in my wording.
Sentence Fluency:  The smooth flow created by the VARIETY of sentence beginnings, lengths, and types, as well as the absence of run-ons and accidental fragments.

5

•Almost every sentence begins differently.

•Some sentences are shorter, and some are longer.  It matches 

    the rhythm of my telling.

•I mix it up by using complex, compound, and simple 

    sentences.

•This is soooo smooth and easy to read aloud on the first try.

•Fragments are only used “on purpose.”

•What’s a run-on?  I don’t have any.

4

•This has a natural flow.  I can read it aloud pretty easily.

•The reader won’t notice, but I use a lot of variety.  I make a

    point to mix up sentence beginnings, lengths, and types.

•Yeah, I might have run-ons or fragments, but not many.

•My sentences were revised a lot until I got them just right.

3

•I can read this aloud IF I practice first…it’s choppy in places.

•Too many of my sentences begin the same way…predictable

    and boring.

•Run-ons are starting to be a problem and are getting in the

    way of what I’m trying to say.

•My writing is smooth, well-constructed about half the time.

•My variety of sentence types is disappearing.  

2

•This is getting pretty hard to read aloud without

    “stumbling”…and I wrote it!

•I went on and on and on as if I could never stop.

•Or I wrote.  In short.  Choppy. Phrases.  Some weren’t even. 

    Sentences.

•I repeat the same transitions at the beginning of sentences 

    (Then… Then… And then… So then…).

1

•This is extremely hard to read aloud.

•I often have to go back and reread it to understand it.

•My sentences are awkward and choppy.

•I don’t even TALK this way!

Conventions:  The proper use of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, and grammar usage, as well as neatness and margins.
5

•Only the pickiest of people will spot my errors.

•It’s close to flawless.

•I use a wide variety of punctuation like semi-colons, hyphens,

    ellipses, italics, and quotation marks.

•The margins and spacing follows the directions.

4

•I made some minor errors, but they don’t get in the way.

•My proper use of the “rules” for conventions make this easy 

    to read.

•I DID proofread before turning this in.  I try to be pretty 

    careful.

3

•I made noticeable errors on simple spelling and punctuation.

•Yep, I use too many or not enough commas.  Gotta learn those

    comma rules.

•It looks neat to me…but does it invite the reader to read it?

•I should have looked up spelling on words I wasn’t sure about.

•My mistakes are starting to get in the way of what I’m trying

    to say.

2

•I have LOTS of errors here.

•If I had read it aloud to myself, I would have found a lot of 

    these errors so I could have fixed them.

•Whoa!  I think every sentence has some kind of error.

•I was just in a hurry to get it done.  I’m lazy.

1

•This has SO MANY errors.  Only a very patient person could 

   get through this.

•No one can see what I’m trying to say…and I had some really

    good ideas!

•My message is buried under all these mistakes.

•I need to get major help.

•This is a mess.

