SIX TRAITS 5-POINT RUBRIC FOR STUDENTS
Ideas:  The content of the piece is clear and focused using details and anecdotes that hold the reader’s attention.
5

•My ideas are crystal clear, and you will not be bored (I left the
    boring stuff out).

•I know this topic inside and out.

•My writing comes from knowledge or experience.

•My details go beyond the obvious. I make you see it.
•The reader’s questions are anticipated and answered.

•My paper is clear all the way through from beginning to end.

4

•”Most” of this paper is clear and focused.

•It is still easy to tell what my main point is about.

•I used research or my own experience to make my ideas
    interesting.

•I have some great details, but I have moments of being too
    general, too.  I need to dig deeper with my explanations.

3

•At least I stick to my topic—most of the time. I might have left

    some important parts out or kept unnecessary things in.
•I get too general too often.

•Details?  I have a few.  The truth is that I need a lot more

     information.

•Sometimes the reader has to guess at what I’m trying to say.

2

•This is confusing even to me.  My thoughts ramble.

•I’m beginning to figure out what I want to say. 
•It looks like I should have planned out my ideas first.
•The truth is, there are a lot of words here, but I didn’t really
    say much. 
•Yeah, I know.  I repeat the same idea instead of coming up with
    new points.  
1

•This sounds like just notes or random thoughts.

•You can tell I’m just putting down what comes to mind.

•All these thoughts seem random and don’t connect to each 
    other.

Organization:  The structure includes a catchy lead, a satisfying conclusion, and a logical sequence.
5

•This is so easy to follow; it’s like having a road map.

•Notice my opening?  Unforgettable, don’t you think? It draws
     the reader in.

•Satisfied with my conclusion?  Without a doubt. The reader
     feels a sense of closure.

•My transitions are original and connect my ideas logically. You
      never wonder how I got from A to B.

•My paragraphing enhances the meaning of my ideas.

4

•This is pretty orderly.  Nothing seems out of place.

•My structure is there; it’s just a little obvious and common.

•I have a lead and a conclusion that work “pretty well.”
•One idea connects to the other “most” of the time.

•My transitions are a little predictable, but I use them.

•Paragraphing is still strong and appropriate.

3

•The order works, but it doesn’t really do anything special. 

•I tried for a good lead and conclusion, but I’m not really sure if
     they work or not.

•Some parts are not in the best places.  I should have
     rearranged the order.

•I just used predictable “off-a-list” transitions, and the reader 

      can tell.

2

•Boy, I need to reorganize.  I seem to go in too many directions.

•My lead and conclusion need work!  They are not exciting at all.

•My connections between my ideas are confusing...or missing.

•Paragraphing?  I  tend to forget about that.

1

•My ideas are all jumbled and have no logical order at all.

•Nothing seems to connect to each other.  What’s a transition?
•There is no lead…it just begins.

•There is no conclusion…it just ends.
•I never indent.

Voice:  The writer’s own perspective is evident by sharing inner thoughts and feelings in a compelling way.
5

•This is ME.  It’s as individual as my fingerprints.

•I RISK sharing details of inner thoughts, questions, concerns, 

    and feelings.

•The reader feels like I do as they read this.

•This paper BEGS to be read aloud…and shared with others.

•The reader will find this paper tough to put down.

4

•I think my voice is expressive and personal, most of the time.

•Would the reader want to read this aloud?  I think so.

•My tone fits the topic.  

•I’m connecting my inner thoughts to my ideas, most of the 

    time.

3

•I have a sincere voice, but it’s shallow.  I share sometimes, but 

    really avoid risk.  It’s not special.

•My tone might not be perfect, but I tried.

•My voice comes and goes.  Sometimes it’s absent.

•I’m starting to sound like anyone, not just me.

2

•Sometimes I sound like an encyclopedia with no voice at all.

•I think I have a moment of voice here or there.

•Honestly, I’m not writing with the reader in mind at all.  

•My inner thoughts and feelings are not really expressed much.

1

•I can’t think of a word to describe this voice. It’s invisible.

•I wouldn’t read this myself if I didn’t have to. Blah!

•I don’t care about this topic – and I don’t really care if anyone 

    reads this, either.

•This is boring.

